Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Previously presented) A method for characterizing an image 
comprising: 

partitioning the image into a plurality of partitions, each 
partition including a plurality of pixels, each pixel having a 
color, 

determining a frequency of occurrence of each color of the 
plurality of pixels within each partition, and 

creating a characterization of the image that includes a 
plurality of measures that are proportional to the frequency of 
occurrence of a plurality of colors, 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further including 
quantizing an encoded color of each pixel to provide the color 

of each pixel. 

3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 2, further 
including 
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identifying a plurality of populous colors, based on the 
frequency of occurrence of each color, and 

the plurality of measures includes proportions of each of the 
plurality of populous colors in each partition. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein 
quantizing the encoded color includes 

identifying a set of color centers, and 

determining the color of each pixel based upon a color 
distance between the encoded color of each pixel and each of the 
set of color centers. 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, further 
including 

identifying a plurality of populous colors, based on the 
frequency of occurrence of each color, and 

the plurality of measures includes proportions of each of the 
plurality of populous colors in each partition. 

6. (Currenbc^ amended) A method of comparing a first image to a 
second image, SoTnpri/ing 
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partitioning the first image into a plurality of first 
partitions, Vach first partition including a plurality of first 
pixels, each flirst pixel having a color, 

determiniira a frequency of occurrence of each color of the 
plurality of fiitet pixels within each first partition, 

partitioning^ the second image into a plurality of second 
partitions, each \second partition including a plurality of second 
pixels, each second pixel having a color, 

determining a ^frequency of occurrence of each color of the 
plurality of second pixels within each second partition 

comparing the frequency of occurrence of a select eefe 
plurality of colors ^n|each fWst partition with the frequency of 
occurrence of a ^corresponding Jselect set — plurality of colors in 
each second partition/ 




7. (Original) The rn^Dnod of claim 6, further including 

quantizing an en^cied ©plor of each pixel of the plurality of 

first pixels to provide the c^lor of each pixel of the plurality of 
first pixels. 



8, (Currently amended) The method of claim 7 f further including 
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identifying a plurality of first populous colors, based on the 
frequency cp occurrence of each color of the plurality of first 
pixels, and 

identifying a plurality of second populous colors, based on 
the frequency! of occurrence of each color of the plurality of 
second pixels ;\ and 

wherein 

the select! eefe — plurality of colors in each first partition 
corresponds to me plurality of first populous colors, and 

the corresponding eefe — plurality of colors in each second 
partition is based upon a color difference between each of the 
plurality of secc^d populous colors and the plurality of first 
populous colors. 



9, (Original) \The^method <$E claim 7, wherein 
quantrikzing the ^fecoTied cafor includes 

identifying a set^of color centers, and 

determining th^Lcolor of each pixel based upon a color 
distance between the encod\l color of each pixel and each of the 
set of color centers. 



10. (Currently amended) The mefflaod of claim 6, further including 
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ideittifying a plurality of first populous colors, based on the 
frequency Yf occurrence of each color of the plurality of first 
pixels, and 

identifying a plurality of second populous colors, based on 
the frequency \of occurrence of each color of the plurality of 
second pixels; a^d 
wherein 

the sel^l e^b — ^urality of colors in each first partition 
corresponds to thek plurality of first populous colors, and 

the correspondBraEg set — plurality of colors in each second 
partition is based upon a color difference between each of the 
? j plurality of second populous colors and the plurality of first 
populous colors, 



(Previously presented) A system for characterizing an image 
comprising: 

a partitioner that is configured to partition the image into a 
plurality of partitions, each partition including a plurality of 
pixels, each pixel having a color, and 

an accumulator that is configured to determine a frequency of 
occurrence of each color of the plurality of pixels within each 
partition, and 

wherein 
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the system is configured to create a characterization of the 
image that includes a plurality of measures that are proportional 
to the frequency of occurrences of a plurality of colors. 

^ (Original) The system of claim further including 

a quantizer that is configured to quantize an encoded color of 
each pixel to provide the color of each pixel. 

^^J&- (Previously presented) The system of claim wherein 

the plurality of measures are based on the frequency of 
occurrence of each of a plurality of populous colors in each 
partition. 

^ (Original) The system of claim yj, wherein 

the quantizer is configured to quantize the encoded color 
based upon a color distance between the encoded color of each pixel 
and each of a set of color centers. 

o v 

\ J£. (Previously presented) The system of claim wherein 

the plurality of measures are based on the frequency of 
occurrence of each of a plurality of populous colors in each 
partition. 
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lg, (Currently amended) A system for comparing a first image to a 
sec^id image, the system comprising: 

similar color determinator that is configured to determine 
a mapping between a first ee£ — plurality of colors of 
pixels d% the first image and a second eefe — plurality of colors of 
pixels ofYthe second image, based on a color distance between each 
of the first pet p lurality of colors and each of the second set 
plurality of ^colors, 

the ^mapping thereby providing a corresponding color in 
the second setr -&lurality of colors for each color in the first eefe- 
plurality of colo\s, and 

a simila^dfty oetermirator that is configured to determine an 
image similarity measure based on a comparison of a frequency of 
occurrenc^ of p^els a£ eacp of the first eet^ -plurality of colors 
and a frequency ^f \prourrence of pixels of each of the 
corresponding colors inytnjg second eefe — plurality of colors. 

17. (Currently amended) The\system of claim 16, wherein 

the first image is partitioned into a plurality of first 
partitions, 

the second image is partitioned into a plurality of second 
partitions, 
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the similar color determinator is configured to determine the 
mapping between the first and second octo p lurality of colors of 
pixels for\each partition of the plurality of first and second 
partitions , Mid 

the similarity determinator is configured to determine a 
plurality of similarity measures based on the comparison of the 
frequencies of occurrence of pixels of each of the first and second 
eet — plurality ofe colors for each partition of the plurality of 
first and second rartitions, and further includes 

an accumi&ator that is configured to provide the image 
similarity measure phased on a composite of the plurality of 
similarity measures^S^rrespb^ding to each partition of the first 
and second partitions, 

18, (Currently amended)\ %hey&ystem of claim 17, wherein 
the similarity deteritiMNator is further configured to determine 

the similarity measure J*Jased\upon the color distances between each 
of the first sefe — plurality of \olors and the corresponding color in 
the second eefc -plurality of coIots. 

19. (Currently amended) The syst™ of claim 16 , wherein 
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the first 



■plurality of colors of the pixels of the first 



image is based oti\l quantization of encoded colors of the pixels of 
the first image. 




20. (Original! * wie system of claim 17, wherein 

the quant iza^on^Jof encoded colors is based on a color 
distance between the en\oded color of each pixel and each of a set 
of color centers. 
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